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St John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 
www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 
 

Second Sunday in Advent 
featuring the children from our Preschool 

04 December 2022      9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome!   Our whole church family is glad you’re here.  
As you listen to God’s Word may His peace and joy reside in 
your heart through Jesus’ work as your Savior. 
   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  
Our children’s activity bags in the entryway have activities 
that can help them.  We love babies in worship too because 
our Savior welcomed them.  If babies want to cry loudly, the 
Parents’ Room (just outside our worship area) and the 
Fellowship Hall (downstairs, equipped with speakers) are 
good places for children to let it all out so the rest of the 
worshipers can focus on God’s Word.  Then come back so we 
can all worship together. 
   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 
service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 
   The message God proclaims in His Word is so vital for this life 
and for the next, we hope everyone will read the Bible daily at 
home, and then come back for worship again and again! 
   We would love to stay in contact with you.  If you are 
willing, fill out a ministry card with your information.  God 
bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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Pre-Worship Pondering: —Paul Gerhardt 

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, let not your soul distress. 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon and cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring the peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing a heritage in heav’n. 
He comes to judge the nations, a terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations, and blessed hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing.  O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams most cheering, and guide us safely home. 

 
The Lord Serves His People 

 

Please look in the other handout for our 
Preschool Children’s Christmas Program. 

 

In about 20 minutes look here again  
for the rest of today’s worship service. 

 
Today’s Worship Theme Christ is Coming!  Prepare! 
 
Worship Dialog 
Pastor: God revealed Himself in the Bible as one God. 
Congregation:  He is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
P: So we confess our God to be three persons? 
C: Three persons, yes, but only one God.  Because this God 

rescued us from sin and hell, we accept by faith what we 
cannot understand by reason.  And we worship Him with 
joyful hearts. 

P: But how can we be joyful when there’s something wrong with us? 
C: We agree with the Bible when it teaches that we are sinful, 

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23).  We would like to think of ourselves as ‘good 
people,’ but our goodness isn’t good enough to count 
before God. 
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P: “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:4). 
C: “Remember, O LORD, Your great mercy and love, for they 

are from of old.  Remember not the sins of my youth and 
my rebellious ways; according to Your love remember me, 
for You are good, O LORD” (Psalm 25:6). 

P: You showed favor to Your people, O LORD.  You forgave the iniquity 
of Your people and covered all their sins.  You set aside all Your 
wrath and turned from Your fierce anger (Psalm 85:1-3).     Sing to the 
LORD, you saints of His; praise His holy name.  For His anger lasts 
only a moment, but His favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain 
for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning (Psalm 30:4-5).  Be glad 
and rejoice with all your heart (Zephaniah 3:14).  The joy of the LORD is 
your strength (Nehemiah 8:10). 

C: Once more the humble will rejoice in the LORD (Isaiah 26:19).  
I will listen to what God the LORD says; He promises 
peace to His people, His saints—but let them not return to 
folly (Psalm 85:8). 

 
♫♪ Congregational Response (tune:CW23) 

1. Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,   
And ransom captive Israel  

    That mourns in lonely exile here   
Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your only Son.  

By His coming give us strength for every spiritual conflict we face, 
and shed the light of Your Word on the path of our life so we can see 
Your way through the darkness of this world. 

Congregation:  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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♫♪ Congregational Response (tune:CW23) 
2. Oh, come, O Root of Jesse, free 

Your own from Satan’s tyranny. 
    From depths of hell Your people save, 

and bring them vic’try o’er the grave. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
Old Testament Lesson Daniel 4:19-37 
19Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed 
for a time, and his thoughts terrified him.  So the king said, 
“Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning alarm you.”  
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the dream applied to 
your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries! 20The tree you 
saw, which grew large and strong, with its top touching the sky, 
visible to the whole earth, 21with beautiful leaves and abundant 
fruit, providing food for all, giving shelter to the beasts of the 
field, and having nesting places in its branches for the birds of 
the air— 22you, O king, are that tree!  You have become great 
and strong; your greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and 
your dominion extends to distant parts of the earth. 23You, O 
king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven 
and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the 
stump, bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, 
while its roots remain in the ground.  Let him be drenched with 
the dew of heaven; let him live like the wild animals, until seven 
times pass by for him.’ 24This is the interpretation, O king, and 
this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord the 
king: 25You will be driven away from people and will live with 
the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched 
with the dew of heaven.  Seven times will pass by for you until 
you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the 
kingdoms of mankind and gives them to anyone he wishes. 
26The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots 
means that your kingdom will be restored to you when you 



Page 5 

acknowledge that Heaven rules. 27Therefore, O king, be pleased 
to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, 
and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed.  It may be 
that then your prosperity will continue.”      28All this 
happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29Twelve months later, as 
the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of 
Babylon, 30he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built 
as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory 
of my majesty?”  31The words were still on his lips when a 
voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, 
King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken 
from you. 32You will be driven away from people and will live 
with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle.  Seven 
times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the 
Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of mankind and 
gives them to anyone he wishes.”  33Immediately what had 
been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled.  He was driven 
away from people and ate grass like cattle.  His body was 
drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the 
feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.    
34At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes 
toward heaven, and my sanity was restored.  Then I praised 
the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.  
His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures 
from generation to generation. 35All the peoples of the earth 
are regarded as nothing.  He does as he pleases with the 
powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.  No one can 
hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”    
36At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and 
splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom.  
My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to 
my throne and became even greater than before. 37Now I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of 
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heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways 
are just.  And those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 
 
Seasonal Response 
P:  The Lord will come again in glory.  The Spirit and the Church cry out: 
C: Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 
♫♪ Congregational Response (tune:CW23) 

3. Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, 
and cheer us by Your drawing nigh; 

    Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
Second Lesson Acts 3:19-26 
19Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 
20and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for 
you—even Jesus. 21He must remain in heaven until the time 
comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago 
through his holy prophets. 22For Moses said, ‘The Lord your 
God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 
23Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut 
off from among his people.’ 24Indeed, all the prophets from 
Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. 
25And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God 
made with your fathers.  He said to Abraham, ‘Through your 
offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ 26When God 
raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by 
turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 

P: You have heard the Word of the Lord. 
C (speaks): Thanks be to God. 
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♫♪ Congregational Response (tune:CW23) 
4. Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home. 
    Make safe the way that leads on high,  

And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
Verse of the Day Luke 3:4,6 
P:  Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  Prepare the way for the Lord, make 

straight paths for Him. 
C: All humankind will see our God’s salvation.  Alleluia! 

 
 
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of 
Judea 2and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
3This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A 
voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’” 4John’s clothes were made of 
camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist.  His 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from 



Page 8 

Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 
6Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood 
of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think 
you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’  
I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. 10The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every 
tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for repentance.  
But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose 
sandals I am not fit to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and 
he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the 
barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

P:   You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to Christ. 

 
Hymn of the Day #16 

We bring our Thank Offering forward during this hymn. 
 

Many of our members give to the Lord electronically or once a month.  
So we now gather our offering as we enter the worship area.  It is also 
acceptable to place an offering into the plate on the way out of the 
worship area.  Guests are always welcome here without obligation. 

 
Lord’s Prayer and Prayers of the Church 

P: Our Father in heaven, 
C: Heavenly Father, we are Your dear children. 
P: Hallowed be Your name, 
C: Help us live and teach Your Word correctly. 
P: Your kingdom come, 
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C: Send the Holy Spirit to strengthen Christ’s rule in our 
hearts and to spread that rule to many others. 

P: Your will be done on earth as in heaven, 
C: Let Your saving plan be done rather than the plans of the 

devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 
P: Give us today our daily bread, 
C: Provide for our bodily needs each day, and teach us to be 

content. 
P: Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, 
C: Graciously cancel our debt of sin, and lead us to do the 

same for others. 
P: Lead us not into temptation, 
C: Help us so that we are not overcome by anything which 

might lead us to sin. 
P: But deliver us from evil, 
C: Bring us safely through the many hardships of life to our 

heavenly home. 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions. 
Silent prayer. 

P: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

C: We are sure You will hear and can answer our prayer.  
This is most certainly true. 

 
Exhortation and Blessing 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 

another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine 
on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with His 
favor and grant you His  peace. 

C: Yes, Lord Jesus.  Come and reign in our hearts through 
Your Word.  Grant us Your kind of peace.  Alleluia! 
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Hymn #15 
 

Acknowledgements 
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  Copyright © 1973, 
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Paul Gerhardt abr., tr composite.  In the public domain. 
“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel,” from CW #23, 12th century Latin hymn abr., tr. by John M. 

Neale, alt.  In the public domain. 
 

Memory Verse of the Month Micah 5:2 
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 
among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one 
who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of 
old, from ancient times. 

 
POINSETTIA DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS may be brought to the 
church to help decorate for Christmas on Sat Dec 10 at 9:00 A.M.  If 
you would like your plant back after Christmas, write your name on 
the sheet on the information desk and put a stick with your name in the 
pot.  Please pick up your plant after worship on January 1 before they 
are donated.  From everyone who will enjoy seeing them, Thank You! 
 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 
December 4, 2022 

 
Minister: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 
Pianist: Sandi Rodman                        Audiovisual Tech: Chris Fischer 
Communion/Flower Cte for December:   

Kathleen Burfeind, Bonnie Fuhrman, Phyllis Thiel 
December 4 Ushers: Chris Hinck & Mark Dose 
December 11 Ushers: Duane Sprick & Jim Dose 
Teachers in our LES 
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK-4, Director 
 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 Miss Allison Hofland, PK-3 
 Mrs. Katie Majerus, Gr. 1-2 Miss Michelle Yotter, Gr. K 
Sunday School Teachers     Dawn Balow, Jennifer Ellison, Kristi Gross,          

Philip Harteneck, Seth Harteneck, Brittany Huneke, Marcus Huneke 
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Opportunities for Learning, Serving and Spending Time Together 
December 4, 2022 – December 11, 2022 

Today 
  8:55 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 
  9:00 AM  PreK Christmas Service 
  9:20 AM  Worship 
10:15 AM  Bible studies for all ages 
10:35 AM  Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on ch 18 or 13 
 

Monday 
  6:30 PM  W.E.B.S. 
 

Tuesday 
  9:30 AM  G.R.O.W. 
  7:00 PM  Rebroadcast of Sunday’s 

service on ch 18 or 13 
 

Wednesday 
  8:40 AM  Chapel—all welcome 
10:00 AM  Care Center Service 
11:00 AM  Pastor at LC Clergy Asso 
  3:30 PM  Catechism Bible Study 

Wednesday—cont. 
  7:00 PM  Big Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday 
  1:00 PM  Pastor at Winkel 
  4:30 PM  St. John hosts RCLS for 

basketball in our gym 
 

Friday & Saturday 
 

 Sunday  
  8:25 AM  Usher unlocks doors 
  8:55 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 
  9:00 AM  Worship w/ Communion 
10:15 AM  Bible studies for all ages 
10:20 AM  Teen caroling 
10:35 AM  Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on ch 18 or 13 
12:00 PM  Teen lunch 
12:45 PM  Teen gingerbread deco 
  3:00 PM  Judge teen gingerbread 

 

CHOIR CONCERT   With gratitude to God our St. John’s Adult Choir plans 
to present their Advent/Christmas concert on Wednesday, December 
14 at 7:00 P.M.  Come and listen to the songs of joyful anticipation as 
we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord and await His final 
return.  You may sing along on certain carols.  We will gather a free-
will donation for the Lake City Food Shelf.  Our Ladies Aid will host 
refreshments afterward for everyone at the concert. 
 

COOKIES will be served in our Fellowship Hall after the Choir Concert 
on Dec 14.  Members who are willing to donate cookies are asked to 
bring them to the church kitchen the day of the concert.  Thank you! 
 

IMPORTANT CONFERENCE.  Once every three years we gather the 
people in our church body who have developed skills in a particular 
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area of ministry so they can share their experience with the rest of us.  
Here are 5 examples: Excellent Communication within Your Church, 
Empowering ALL Members to Serve, Retaining Teens, How to Have 
More Effective Meetings, Connecting a Church and its School.  There are 
47 such leaders who will be ready to help those of us who gather at the 
WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership.  It’s so important 
to have interested church members attend this conference that our 
Administrative Board has made $1000 available to help with 
registration.  Next steps: look at the blue ring binder with info on this 
conference—find the ring binder on the counter at our Info Center.  
Then talk with Jeff & Ruth Lee about registering as a group. 
 

Some of the Ways We Fed our Faith 
Sunday Morning Worship Attendance – 173      

plus all who watch the worship video or read the worship materials 
Sunday Bible Class  – 25       Sunday Teen Bible Class -2 

Sunday School  –4               
 

TEENS  ALL teens, 7th grade and older, are invited to join our St. 
John's Teen Youth Group for an afternoon of Christmas Caroling and 
cookie/gingerbread house decorating on Sunday, December 11.  We 
will depart for caroling from the parking lot outside door #2 following 
church, at approximately 10:15.  We plan to return to church by 
noon for the decorating contest, where lunch will also be provided.  
Volunteer judges will arrive at church at 3:00 to judge the creations 
based on appearance, creativity, and taste...prizes will be awarded to 
those with the most votes.  Reach out to Stephanie Knudsen or 
Jolayne Johnson with any questions. 
 

JUDGES NEEDED  Our St. John's Teen Youth Group is in need of 
volunteers to judge a gingerbread house and cookie decorating 
contest on Sunday, December 11, at 3pm.  No need to sign up for 
this 'sweet' job.  All are invited to the fellowship hall to cast a vote 
for the most palatable and visually appealing Christmas treat made 
by our St. John's Teens.  
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